
 
Descendants of George Otley 

 
 

Generation No. 1 
 

1.  GEORGE1 OTLEY1,2.  He married ANN COULTAS3 25 Jan 1785 in Kirby Misperton, Yorkshire3, daughter 
of JOHN COULTAS.  She was born Abt. Oct 1763 in Kirby Misperton, Yorkshire (christened 9 Oct 1763)4. 
 
Notes for GEORGE OTLEY: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
From Wendy Jones, Christenings in Yorkshire, sent 2-99, the following family is one to check out as 
George's parents and siblings.  The names and dates fit: 
 
Jane Nov 27, 1755 John/Elizabeth Watson 
John Feb 4, 1757 m. Dec 17, 1754, Bolton Upon Dearne 
William Feb 14, 1759 
George Jan 22, 1761  
Catherine June 17, 1763  
Richard Dec 26, 1765  
Eleanor Jan 28, 1768  
Esther Apr 20, 1772  
John Apr 20, 1772  
Ann Apr 19, 1774  
 
--------------- 
 
Marti Millington found listings for children of George and Ann in England: 
1753  Mary 
Ap 23, 1755 George 
Aug 1 1757 Thomas 
Ap 8, 1765 Frances (a woman) 
 
Notes for ANN COULTAS: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
E-mail from Marti Millington (martisiq@mtco.com), July 1999: 
 
From the LDS microfische:  Anne, daughter of John Coltas, christened 28 Jan 1734.  "There is, however, 
another Ann (note spelling), christened 9 Oct 1763, daughter of John Coultas.  I believe the two Johns are 
the same, however, as the records I have show that there were as many as 22 children in this family (some 
sets of twins). Now if you have 15 children -18 months to 2 years apart, it would take 30 years to have 
them! Wow!  My William and his wife Elizabeth had 13! By the time she had the last child, the oldest 
children were marrying!  The 'women' married VERY young... 13, 14, 15.  That was NOT uncommon.  
Indeed, my ggg grandmother was 14 when she married.  (I shudder to think of THAT!) My ggg grandfather 
was nearly TWICE her age ... I confirmed the marriage of Ann and George Otley: 25 Jan 1785.  I also 
checked the fische for their children christened in Kirby Misperton: 1753 Mary 
23 Apr 1755 George; 01 Aug 1757 Thomas; 08 Apr 1765 Frances (her); 22 Feb 1786 John (parents Geo. & 
Ann - perhaps SON Geo.?; 01 Jan 1788  George (parents Geo & Ann see John above) 
 
"Other Otleys:  14 Oct 1784  George (parents Thomas & Mary (son of Geo?); 08 Feb 1817 Ann (parents 
John and Jane (son of Geo?)" 
 
________________ 



  
Children of GEORGE OTLEY and ANN COULTAS are: 
2. i. JOHN2 OTLEY, SR., b. 23 Jan 1786, Westow, County of Yorkshire, England; d. 05 Aug 1864, Scott 

County, Illinois. 
 ii. GEORGE OTLEY, JR., b. 01 Jan 1788, This is actually date Christened in Kirby, Misperton, Yorkshire5. 
 
 

Generation No. 2 
 

2.  JOHN2 OTLEY, SR. (GEORGE1)6,7 was born 23 Jan 1786 in Westow, County of Yorkshire, England8, and 
died 05 Aug 1864 in Scott County, Illinois8,9.  He married JANE CHAPMAN10,11 21 Aug 1816 in Kirby 
Misperton, Yorkshire, Eng.12, daughter of CHAPMAN.  She was born 08 Jan 1796 in Byton, County of 
Yorkshire, England13,14, and died 29 Oct 1875 in Near Kewanee, Illinois15,16. 
 
Notes for JOHN OTLEY, SR.: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
John and Jane Otley moved from County of Yorkshire, England to the U.S. in 1840.  They bought a farm 
near Winchester, Scott Co., IL.  John Sr. died on the farm Aug. 5, 1864.  He was 78.  John was born in 
Yorkshire, Jan. 23, 1786.   Jane Chapman Otley was born Jan. 8, 1796.  She was baptized Jan. 12, 1796.   
Wendy Jones (stevjon@direct.ca) has LDS records showing marriage of John and Jane, and dates for 
christening of their children. 
She also has a Thomas Otley, born 1833 and married to Elizabeth Atlass in England.   
 
Graham Welson, London, Ontario, has Otley info (Lundin@aol).  He says most Yorkshire Otleys had 
earlier roots in Westmorland. 
 
 
Otley is a town in County of Yorkshire.  Appleby is also a town in same County. 
------------------------- 
Marriages and Christenings in Yorkshire, sent by Wendy Jones, 2-99: 
 
George June 30, 1824 John/Jane Chapman Christened in Westow 
Jane Feb 4, 1827  
John Jan 3, 1830 
Robert Jul 17, 1831  
Thomas Coultas Nov 3, 1833 
Richard May 1, 1836 
William Mar24, 1839  
 
-------------------------------- 
 
From a memorial written by W.F. Short, Winchester, IL Aug. 11, 1864: 
"For 40 years John Sr. was a member of the church and as long as health permitted was very active in 
promoting the cause of religion.  Mr. Otley was regarded as an honorable man, a worthy citizen and a 
sincere Christian.  He was renowned for bold and outspoken condemnation of what he believed to be 
wrong.  While in England his house was long used for preaching the gospel.  In this country, it was the 
preacher's home, and many a time has the homeless itinerant there found shelter, repose, and refreshment.  
But his work is done and he has gone to possess his reward at the right-hand of him who said: 'In as much 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have done it unto me.'" 
 
--------------------------- 
 
History of  Henry County, published  1910,  by Kiner, Vol 2, Pioneer 
Publishing, Chicago Il 
p. 387-389 



 
John Otley, was also a native of Yorkshire,  where he engaged 
in farming until 1840, when he came to the United States and settled near 
Winchester, Scott county, Illinois, where he purchased a tract of 
unimproved land of three hundred acres.  With characteristic energy he 
began its development and successfully carried on the work of the fields 
until his death, which occurred August 5, 1864, when he was seventy-eight 
years of age.   He organized and built the first log schoolhouse of the 
district and also organized the first religious congregation, which held 
its services in the schoolhouse.   It was through his instrumentality that 
the first circuit rider came to this district and in the early years the 
visiting ministers here were always entertained in his home.  Thus,  while 
carefully conducting his business interest, he also contributed to the 
intellectual and moral progress of the community and his labors were a 
valuable factor in the early progress of the county.  He married Jane 
Chapman,  also a native of Yorkshire, and her death occurred October 29, 
1875, at the age of seventy-nine years, in the home which is now occupied 
by her son Robert.  The children of the faimly  (sic) were George, John, 
Robert, Thomas C., Richard, William and four daughters who died in England. 
 Only two are now living, Robert, and Thomas, the latter a retired farmer 
of Neponset, Illinois. 
 
 
More About JOHN OTLEY, SR.: 
Fact 1: Had a farm near Winchester, Scott County, Illinois. 
Fact 2: Known for helping the hungry and homeless. 
Fact 3: Their house was used for preaching the Gospel. 
Fact 4: Immigrated to U.S. in 1840 
Fact 6: Who are Leon & Lizzie Otley, mentioned in Lyford diary 2.23-1883? 
 
Notes for JANE CHAPMAN: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
Jane Otley, born in Yorkshire, came to America (Scott County, IL) with her husband and family in 1840.  
She died October 29, 1875, at her son's residence in Kewanee.  Mrs. Otley was 78 at her death.  From a 
memorial talk or newspaper report: 
 
"In 1865 she came to this county with her son, Robert Otley.  She had been a life-time member of the 
church, and was connected with it 58 years.  At the time of her death, she was a member of the ME church.  
Her sweet Christian character ever cast around her that influence which made her loved and respected by 
those who made her acquaintance.  Funeral services were conducted at the residence of Robert Otley, 
Kewanee, Oct. 31, by the Rev. G.W. Arnold.  She is buried in Winchester, IL.  On Nov. 1 she was followed 
to her last resting place by a large concourse of friends and relatives." 
 
The birth dates for the Otley children are from several Lyford family date books and Aunt Hazel Caudry's 
Notarial Board notebook. 
 
More About JANE CHAPMAN: 
Fact 1: Lifetime church member, known for helping hungry an homeless. 
Fact 2: Used house for preaching the Gospel. 
Fact 3: Was baptised 1-12-1796 (from family record). 
Fact 4: Is buried in Winchester, Illinois. 
Fact 5: Immigrated to U.S. with husband and kids in 1840. 
  
Children of JOHN OTLEY and JANE CHAPMAN are: 
 i. ANN3 OTLEY17, b. 03 Feb 1817, Christened in Kirby, Misperton, Yorkshire Feb 9, 181718,19; d. 



Yorkshire, England20. 
 ii. MARY OTLEY21, b. 05 Sep 1819, This is date Christened in Acklam by Malton, Yorkshire22; d. 

Yorkshire, England23. 
 
More About MARY OTLEY: 
Born2: Hazel Lyford Caudry shows her born Feb 9, 1822 

 
 iii. HANNAH OTLEY24, b. 27 Jan 1822, This is actually date Christened in Acklam by Malton, Yorkshire25; 

d. Dec 1834, Yorkshire, England26. 
3. iv. GEORGE OTLEY, b. 20 Jan 1824, Christened 6-30-1824, Westow, Yorkshire, England; d. 30 Sep 1891, 

Buried Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, IL. 
 v. JANE OTLEY27, b. 18 Dec 1826, Christened Feb 4, 1827, Westow, Yorkshire, England28,29; d. 1834, 

Yorkshire, England30,31. 
 vi. JOHN OTLEY32, b. 24 Nov 1829, Christened Jan 3, 1830, Westow, Yorkshire, England33,34; d. 03 Jul 

185535. 
 
More About JOHN OTLEY: 
Fact 1: Died on the farm in 1855. 

 
4. vii. ROBERT OTLEY, b. 13 Jan 1831; d. 05 May 1910, IL. 
5. viii. THOMAS COULTAS OTLEY, b. 05 Oct 1833, Christened Nov 3, 1833, Westow, England; d. 14 Oct 

1913, Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, IL. 
 ix. RICHARD OTLEY36, b. 01 Apr 1836, Christened May 1, 1836, Westow, Yorkshire, England37; d. 1840, 

Louisville, KY, while on his way from NY to IL38. 
 x. WILLIAM OTLEY39, b. Abt. 15 Feb 1839, Christened March 24, 1839, Westow, Yorkshire, England40; 

d. 1840, St. Louis, MO, while on the way from NY to IL41. 
 
 

Generation No. 3 
 

3.  GEORGE3 OTLEY (JOHN2, GEORGE1)42 was born 20 Jan 1824 in Christened 6-30-1824, Westow, 
Yorkshire, England43,44, and died 30 Sep 1891 in Buried Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, IL45,46.  He married 
JANE HAXBY47 03 Jan 1850 in Scott Co., IL47,48, daughter of GEORGE HAXBY and RACHEL HODGSON.  She 
was born Abt. 1829 in Baniston, Yorkshire, England48,49, and died 1915 in Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, 
IL49. 
 
Notes for GEORGE OTLEY: 
From Voters and Taxpayers of Bureau County, Neponset Township: 
George was a farmer and stock raiser in Neponset.   This says he was born May 20, 1824.  Came to this 
County 1853; Republican and Episcopal; owns 640 acres of land, valued at $48,000.  Mr. Otley has been 
engaged for the last five or six years in raising blooded stock.  Some of the finest bred in the county are to 
be found in his herd.  Among the most noted families may be seen fine specimens of the Louans, 
Princesses, Gawyane, Young Marv's, Stancy, etc.  He also owns the celebrated bull, Baron Bates Third.  He 
also has some very nice sheep.  Mrs. Otley was Miss Jane Haxby of Yorkshire, England, ..... 
 
_______________ 
 
History of Bureau County: 
"Our subject was educated in England.  He came to the United States with his parents, who settled in Scott 
County, IL in the fall of 1840.  He farmed in Scott County till 1853, when he came to Neponset Township, 
Bureau Co., IL, where he engaged in farming and raising stock.  He was one of the first to introduce 
thoroughbred stock into the county, and deserves credit for what he has done in that direction.  Mr. Otley 
was married January 8, 1850, in Scott County, IL to Jane Haxby, a native of Baniston, Yorkshire, England.  
She is a daughter of George and Rachel (Hodgson) Haxby.  Both were natives of England, and both died in 
Annawan, Henry Co., IL.  Mrs. Otley is the mother of eight children, viz,: Pamela A., Mary E., Margaret, 
William J., Eliza J., Christiana, Robert and Arthur H.H.  Of the above, the first three are deceased.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Otley are noted for their hospitality.  They are both members of the Episcopal Church of Kewanee, IL.  
Politically Mr. Otley is a Democrat." 
 



________________ 
1880 Census - Bureau Co IL lists for this family: 
George, age 57 
Mrs G. age 50 
Wm J. age 23 
Lydia J.  age 19 (who is this???? This name not in History of Bureau Co) 
Christina age 17 (or Christiana, as in History of Bureau Co) 
Robert J. age 15 
Arthur H.  age 10 
  
Children of GEORGE OTLEY and JANE HAXBY are: 
 i. WILLIAM J.4 OTLEY, b. Abt. 1857. 
 ii. ELIZA J. OTLEY, b. Abt. 1861. 
 iii. CHRISTINA OTLEY, b. Abt. 1863. 
 iv. ROBERT T. OTLEY50, b. Abt. 1865; m. LILLIAN KNIGHT50, 04 Oct 1892, Henry Co., Illinois50. 
 v. ARTHUR H. OTLEY, b. Abt. 1870. 
 vi. PAMELA A. OTLEY, b. Abt. 1840; d. 28 Mar 1853, Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, IL51. 
 vii. MARY E. OTLEY. 

 
Notes for MARY E. OTLEY: 
George Bartlett Craig married Mary M. Otley Mar 15, 1886, according to book, Genealogy of Fellows-
Craig and allied families.  Not sure if this is the same Mary, but the dates and place fit. 

 
 viii. MARGARET OTLEY. 
 
 
4.  ROBERT3 OTLEY (JOHN2, GEORGE1)52 was born 13 Jan 183153,54, and died 05 May 1910 in IL.  He 
married REBECCA GIBBS55 27 Jan 1858 in Winchester, Scott Co, IL56.   
 
Notes for ROBERT OTLEY: 
In the book "Neponset's 100 years", page 27 it says that Robert "brought the first thoroughbred cow into the 
country, for which he paid $1,100, and a common cow was selling for $10 to $30.  A few years later his 
brother, George, bought two Shorthorn cows for $3,000 each and they were sold a few months later for 
slaughter as they did not produce any offspring.  These full-blooded animals attracted much attention and 
people traveled long distances to see them." 
------------------------------ 
 
From Susie Martin-Rott, jrott@gte.net 4-98 
 
=============== 
 
History of  Henry County, published  1910,  by Kiner, Vol 2, Pioneer 
Publishing, Chicago Il 
p. 387-389 
 
                          Robert  Otley 
 
Robert Otley follows farming  on section 34,  Kewanee township,   and has 
contributed in substantial measure toward the agricultural development of 
the district.  He has also taken an active part in  the substantial growth 
of Kewanee in  that he has laid out three different additions to the city 
and has operated quite largely in real estate.  His sound business judgment 
and enterprise are recognized as salient features in his life work, 
bringing to him creditable success which is today his.  He was born in 
Westow, Yorkshire, England, June 13, 1831. 
 
His father, John Otley, was also a native of Yorkshire,  where he engaged 



in farming until 1840, when he came to the United States and settled near 
Winchester, Scott county, Illinois, where he purchased a tract of 
unimproved land of three hundred acres.  With characteristic energy he 
began its development and successfully carried on the work of the fields 
until his death, which occurred August 5, 1864, when he was seventy-eight 
years of age.   He organized and built the first log schoolhouse of the 
district and also organized the first religious congregation, which held 
its services in the schoolhouse.   It was through his instrumentality that 
the first circuit rider came to this district and in the early years the 
visiting ministers here were always entertained in his home.  Thus,  while 
carefully conducting his business interest, he also contributed to the 
intellectual and moral progress of the community and his labors were a 
valuable factor in the early progress of the county.  He married Jane 
Chapman,  also a native of Yorkshire, and her death occurred October 29, 
1875, at the age of seventy-nine years, in the home which is now occupied 
by her son Robert.  The children of the faimly  (sic) were George, John, 
Robert, Thomas C., Richard, William and four daughters who died in England. 
 Only two are now living, Robert, and Thomas, the latter a retired farmer 
of Neponset, Illinois. 
 
Robert Otley acquired his education in the old log schoolhouse which his 
father built near Winchester, mastering the branches of learning through 
the winter months, while with the return of spring he took his place in the 
fields to aid in the cultivation of the crops, and  not until the harvests 
were gathered in the autumn did he again have the privilege of attending 
school.  When twenty-four years of age, upon his father's retirement, he 
took charge of the home farm and conducted it until he purchased his 
present farm of two  hundred and fifty-four acres on the south line of 
Kewanee  township  and  just southeast of the village.  The former owner of 
the property was Sullivan Howard.  The purchase was made in March, 1865, 
and Mr. Otley removed to the farm on which he has since lived.  Later he 
bought forty acres in the village, adjoining his original tract on the 
west.  In 1874 he erected a fine house  of the first tract to replace the 
old dwelling.  He  brought with him from  Scott county to this farm in 1865 
forty head of cattle, a part of  which were thoroughbred shorthorns, and 
for fifteen years he engaged extensively in the breeding of fine cattle and 
also Berkshire and Chester White hogs and high grade horses.  He was the 
first to introduce thoroughbred shorthorns in this and some of the 
neighboring counties.  He became widely known as a breeder throughout this 
section of the state and on the 10th of June, 1874, he held a sale which 
brought him over sixteen thousand dollars.  He also engaged extensively in 
buying and shipping stock and was recognized as one of the foremost 
live-stock dealers of central Illinois.  Since 1874 he has confined his 
attention to fine stock raising and general farming.  At different times 
during  the past fourteen years, especially in 1895, 1900 and 1902, he has 
operated quite extensively in real estate, laying out three additions to 
the city, comprising in all forty acres of land.  Mr. Otley also, at his 
own expense, laid out one-half mile of East Prospect street, which is 
considered one of the finest streets in the city.  he has also been 
interested in other real estate and now owns other farm lands and city 
property. 
 
On the 28th of January,  1858, in Scott county, Illinois, Mr. Otley was 
married to Miss Rebecca Gibbs, a daughter of Robert and Rebecca Gibbs,  who 
also came from England and were early settlers of Scott county, Illinois. 
Mrs. Otley died April 21, 1863 at the age of twenty-seven years, leaving 



three children:  Ellen Jane who was born in 1858; Mrs. Mary May  Bunton, 
who was born in 1861 and lives in Kewanee; and George Thomas,  who was born 
in 1863 and follows farming near Kewanee.  Alice Ann, who was born June 23, 
1860, passed away on the 15th of August, 1860.  Mr. Otley was married a 
second time in Canandaigua, New York, on the 30th of March, 1876 to Miss 
Mary A. Hayes, of that place.  She died April 4, 1877, at the age of 
thirty-nine years, leaving one son, Robert Hayes Otley who was born 
February 23, 1877, and died on the 16th of August, of the same year. 
 
Mr. Otley cast his first presidential vote for John C. Fremont in 1856, 
cheered for him in the parade at Jacksonville, Illinois, and in 1860 
supported Abraham Lincoln, with whom he had a personal acquaintance.  He 
was in the grand rally and parade at Springfield, Illinois, cheering for 
Lincoln and against slavery.  He has since been a stanch republican, and in 
early life was an active worker in the ranks of the party.  He served as 
highway commissioner for several years and assisted in laying out some of 
the roads here.  He has always been interested in the work of public 
progress and his aid and influence have ever been given on the side of 
improvement and advancement.  He is respcted (sic) by all because of his 
upright life, fidelity to  duty and reliability in business affairs, and 
well deserves mention in this volume. 
 
========= 
 
 genealogylibrary.com      
  
Search for books containing...  
  
The word(s): First name: Last name:     
            
132 matching documents, best matches first.   
1: The Groton Avery Clan Vol2, Page 1298  
b. July 21, 1874, at Bradford, Ill.; m. Sept. 22, 1892, at Kewanee, Ill., George Thomas Otley, s. of Robert 
and Rebecca (Gibbs) Otley. He was b. April 16, 1863, at ...  
  
 
  
Child of ROBERT OTLEY and REBECCA GIBBS is: 
6. i. GEORGE THOMAS4 OTLEY. 
 
 
5.  THOMAS COULTAS3 OTLEY (JOHN2, GEORGE1)57 was born 05 Oct 1833 in Christened Nov 3, 1833, 
Westow, England58,59, and died 14 Oct 1913 in Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, IL60,61.  He married (1) 
CHARLOTTE MATHILDA PHILLIPS62, daughter of WILLIAM PHILLIPS and MALINDA HELMER.  She was born 
1841 in New York63, and died 1928 in Buried Neponset Cemetery, Neponset, IL64.  He married (2) AMY 
ANN ROBINSON65 Abt. 1858, daughter of ROBINSON and A. POLLARD.  She was born 22 Apr 1834 in 
Dutchess Co, New York66,67,68, and died 08 May 1865 in Neponset, IL69. 
 
Notes for THOMAS COULTAS OTLEY: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
From Grandma Clyde, talking to LH: 
 
Grandma Clyde and the family of her generation gave his middle name as "Colton."  English records say 
"Coultas." 
-------------------------- 



About 1900-03, the Otleys sold their farm in Neponset and bought a hotel in town -- The Otley House.   
Grandpa Otley's first wife -- Amy Ann (Jennie's mother)-- died in a fire.  She was filling oil lamps.  Jennie 
was age three.  Thomas Otley's second wife was younger.  She helped to run the hotel (What can I say? 
That's how Grandma Clyde told it to me). 
 
----------------- 
From book: Voters and Taxpayers of Bureau County, Neponset Township: 
Thomas Otley was a farmer, Democrat, Methodist, owned 1650 acres valued at $16,000. 
 
___________ 
From book: History of Bureau County, page ___ 
"Thomas C. Otley, Neponset.  The subject of this sketch was born October 5, 1833, in Westow, Yorkshire, 
England.  He is a son of John and Jane (Chapman) Otley.  (See the genealogy of the Otley family in a 
preceding sketch).  Our subject was principally reared in Scott County, Ill. to which he came with his 
parents in the fall of 1840.  He remained there till after he reached his majority, and then came to Neponset 
Township, Bureau County, where he formed a partnership with his brother George, which lasted several 
years.  During that time they dealt in cattle and livestock and farmed.  After they dissolved partnership, our 
subject continued the stock business for some years.  He now lives on a farm of 160 acres in Section 22.  
Mr. Otley was married twice.  His first wife, Emma Robinson, was a native of Dutchess County, NY  She 
died here, leaving five children, viz: Alonzo, Addie, Jane, Lizzie and Amy.  Mr. Otley was married a 
second time September 23, 1866, to Charlotte Phillips, who was born May 6, 1844, in Cortland County, 
N.Y.  She is the mother of Charlotte Otley, who was born January 24, 1868.  Mrs. Otley is a daughter of 
William and Malinda (Helmer) Phillips, natives of New York, where the latter died.  The former died in 
Neponset, Ill., to which he came in 1864.  Mr. Otley is no office seeker, and politically he is identified with 
the Democratic party." 
 
 
 
More About THOMAS COULTAS OTLEY: 
Fact 1: Believe Thomas was a cattleman. 
Middle Name: Most likely should be "Coultas", after his grandmother Ann, not Colton, as relatives thought 
 
 
Notes for AMY ANN ROBINSON: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
She died when Jennie Otley was 3.  Grandma (Jennie) said she was filling an oil lamp used for curling her 
hair when there was a fire. 
 
Reference in Neponset Historical Society Office, Sept 1998, says "Amy/Emma Anne Robinson, born 
1834." 
 
Historical Society notes say the Robinson family was among the first arriving from the east to settle in 
Neponset, but was it Amy's Robinsons?  A Bureau  Co. history says "Emma" was a native of Dutchess Co., 
NY. 
___________________ 
A Robison family is in Hyde Park, Dutchess Co, NY in 1850 Amy A., Isaac, Samuel, Sarah, Peter, William 
 
From Manhattan Library, New York Census, Dutchess Co, Hyde Park, 1850: 
D44/44  David Holsten (?) age 30 farmer 
Isaac H. Robison  16 
Caroline W. Holsten 19 
William Holsten 1 
Mary Holsten 18 
 
98/98  Hiram Van Wagenor  40  farmer value of land $6,000 



Mary 34 
Francis 12 
Orlando 8 
Susan 6 
Theadore 4 
Clarence 3 
Milton 1 
Amy A. Robison 19 
Smith Allan laborer   age 40 
 
364  Griffin Griffin  52 laborer 
Benjamin A. 23 
Henrietta 21 
Emmy Robison  80 
Emmy Griffin 2 
 
384  Mary Albertson 23 
Samuel Robison 52 farmer 
Lany Robison 50 
Angeline T (or L) Lacy  17 
 
______________ 
Census lists a great many Samuel Robisons, here are two possibilities: 
genealogylibrary.com 
1840 IL Census Index , Page 627  
1840 Robinson, Samuel IL MORGAN CO. 464 1840 Robison, Samuel IL MORGAN CO. 402 1840 
Robison, William IL MORGAN CO. 402 1840 Robson, Nancy IL MORGAN CO. 457 1840 Rockwell, ... 
 
1850 NY Census Index , Page 2270  
Robison, Peter NY DUTCHESS CO. RED HOAK 146 1850 Robison, Samuel NY DUTCHESS CO. 
HYDE PARK 247 1850 Robison, Sarah NY DUTCHESS CO. HYDE PARK 233 1850 Robison, William 
... 
 
1860 New York Census, 1790-1890  Amy A. Robinson, Dutchess Co., NY, City of Poughkeepsie. 
There's also an Amy Robinson 1860 Oneida County, Town of Camden. 
 
More About AMY ANN ROBINSON: 
Fact 2: She was known as Ann 
Name3: 1885 History of Bureau County refers to her as Emma Robinson Otley 
  
Child of THOMAS OTLEY and CHARLOTTE PHILLIPS is: 
7. i. CHARLOTTE4 OTLEY, b. 1868; d. 14 Mar 1933. 
 
  
Children of THOMAS OTLEY and AMY ROBINSON are: 
 ii. ALONZO C.4 OTLEY70, b. 29 Jan 1859; d. 30 Sep 1933. 

 
More About ALONZO C. OTLEY: 
Fact 1: See Leo Lyford diary.  What happened to him 2-21-1883? 
Fact 2: Birth date may be 1858. 

 
 iii. ADAH OTLEY, b. 02 Jun 186070; d. 28 Jan 1940; m. ZELOR TAYLOR AUSMAN71; b. 03 Oct 184871; d. 

24 Jan 193572. 
 
Notes for ZELOR TAYLOR AUSMAN: 
From photo of Currier Farm circa 1880-1890: "Grandmother Lyford's sister Adah Otley Ausman, 
Clyde,  Jane, Hazel and Aymee Lyford used to go here to visit often." Clyde Lyford 



 
More About ZELOR TAYLOR AUSMAN: 
Fact 1: who is Vinnie Ausman Garroud, Clyde's cousin? 

 
8. iv. JANE "JENNIE" OTLEY, b. 15 Sep 1861, Illinois; d. 28 Nov 1961, Los Angeles, California. 
 v. ELIZABETH "LIZZIE" OTLEY73, b. 18 Nov 1863; d. 31 Jan 1943, Bradford, Illinois; m. ED LACKIE; d. 

Ociola, Illinois. 
 
More About ED LACKIE: 
Fact 1: Who is Lester N. Lackie, born or died on 11-30-28? 

 
9. vi. AMY OTLEY, b. 29 Aug 1864. 
 vii. ROBERT OTLEY, b. Unknown. 
 
 

Generation No. 4 
 

6.  GEORGE THOMAS4 OTLEY (ROBERT3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)74,75.  He married CARRIE AVERY76,77 21 Sep 1892 
in Henry Co., Illinois77.   
  
Child of GEORGE OTLEY and CARRIE AVERY is: 
10. i. JOHN R.5 OTLEY. 
 
 
7.  CHARLOTTE4 OTLEY (THOMAS COULTAS3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)78 was born 1868, and died 14 Mar 1933.  
She married MCKEE79.   
 
Notes for CHARLOTTE OTLEY: 
McKie or McKee (as spelled by Clyde Lyford on back of family photos) 
Have photo of Lottie in front of Otley Hotel, Neponset, with two young sons, circa 1903-1913 
 
 
  
Children of CHARLOTTE OTLEY and MCKEE are: 
 i. SON 15 MCKEE. 
 ii. SON 2 MCKEE. 
 
 
8.  JANE "JENNIE"4 OTLEY (THOMAS COULTAS3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)80 was born 15 Sep 1861 in Illinois81, and 
died 28 Nov 1961 in Los Angeles, California82.  She married LEO LINCOLN LYFORD83 15 Feb 1883 in At 
home of T.C. Otley, Neponset, Illinois84, son of JOSEPH LYFORD and SARAH HINMAN.  He was born 30 
Nov 1860 in Neponset,  Bureau Co., IL85, and died 20 Mar 1955 in Los Angeles, California85. 
 
Notes for JANE "JENNIE" OTLEY: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
Have a letter to Jennie Lyford dated Oct 4, 1922.  It's from "Cousin Ellen,' in Kewanee, IL.  She says she 
"thinks grandma had three brothers, William, John and Thomas Chapman." She is correct.  She says John 
Otley, Sr. and wife, Jane, came to the U.S. from the County of Yorkshire, England in 1840.  They bought a 
farm near Winchester, Scott Co., IL.  They had four sons: John, Robert, and Thomas L. Otley.  On this 
farm, John Otley, Jr. died in 1855.  John, Sr. died on the farm on a Friday evening, Aug. 5, 1864, at the age 
of 78 years, 6 months, 13 days.   
 
Talked with the Lyford cousins in Neponset, Moses Victor, Scott and sister Helen, Sept, 1998 (they 
pronounce the town name as: "knee-pon-set").  Helen Lyford said she recalls "Aunt Jane (Jennie Lyford) 
saying: "If the Lord meant you to smoke, he'd have built you with a chimney." 
____________ 
Clyde’s benefits application lists mother as Jennie Ann Otley. 



 
More About JANE "JENNIE" OTLEY: 
Fact 1: Buried at Inglewood Cemetery, LA, CA 
Name 2: Jane Otley or Jennie Ann Otley 
 
Notes for LEO LINCOLN LYFORD: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
 
Leo and Jennie met at the home of friends (Grandma Clyde says they met at a barn dance).  He says a little 
about this in his diary, which LH has.  They were married 2-15-1883, by Rev. Wilson.  Leo was 22 and 
Jennie was 21.   
 
There were two churches in Neponset, Congregational and Methodist.  The Lyfords went to the Methodist. 
Grandma Clyde and her sister, Jane, sang in the choir.  The Lyfords had a farm.  When Joseph Lyford died 
March 1, 1900, Leo used his share of the inheritance to move to Kewanee. 
 
On the farm (in Neponset or Kewanee?  It's not clear) they raised oats and corn on more than 200 acres.  
They had a horse and cows.  They had a "good" house.  Grandma Clyde says she rode the horse.  They also 
had a buggy, which Grandma said she liked to make "go fast." 
 
The Lyfords moved from Kewanee to LA in 1903.  According to Grandma Clyde, in a tape-recorded talk 
with LH, Jennie's cousin, Lillian Galloway Murdock moved from Kewanee to California. Her letters 
"helped to spread the fever to the Lyfords."  They came to LA on a "tourist train."  The trip took about a 
week and they had a "great time."  They bought a house on Maple Street and lived there until moving to 
1407 Portia St.  Lillian and another close friend even lived with them for a while.  
 
Leo Lyford, a farmer in Illinois, went to work for the gas company.  Later, Hazel (and, maybe, Bert) helped 
get him on at Union Hardware & Metals, in LA, where he stayed 25 years. 
 
When the family moved to 1407 Portia Street, in LA on  December 2, 1921, they bought a square of 
adjoining lots.  Grandma and Grandpa lived at 1407 Portia, LA.  One house to the north were Hazel and 
Bert Caudry.  Behind Hazel were Aymee and Bernie Hudson.  Behind Grandma and Grandpa was a small 
house owned by one of them that was a rental.  When they bought, there was one house on the lot.  The 
Lyfords built a second house for income.  Aunt Hazel later bought it.  Aymee and Uncle Bernie built the 
third house (the tiny one) to live in while they built their house on McDuff. 
 
Leo and Jennie became members of the first Nazarene Church to be founded, called: First Church of the 
Nazarene, at 1177 West 25th St., Los Angeles.  Dr. P.F. Bresee was the founder.  This was March 20, 1903.  
Was 6th and Wall Sts. the second address?  Leo was a long-time faithful worker, according to church 
newsletter. Jennie was a greeter at the door for 30+ years.   
 
Have a certificate: "In Memoriam.  This certificate is presented in memory of Mr. L.L. Lyford whose name 
has been placed on the Memorial Roll Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society Church of the Nazarene.  Los 
Angeles First Church, May 17,1955." 
 
From the Nazarene church newsletter: "Translated to the more excellent glory, Leo L. Lyford passed away 
in the glorious triumph of the Christian Faith in the early morning of March 20, 1955 at the age of ninety-
four.  We will hold in precious memory this saintly man who with Mother Lyford occupied the front seat of 
the sanctuary for so many years.  Brother and sister Lyford celebrated their seventy-second wedding 
anniversary last month.  They were received in the membership of First Church by its founder and first 
pastor, Dr. P.F. Bresee and have been loyal members for fifty-two years.  The funeral was conducted at 
Bresee Brothers' Mortuary with Dr. Weaver W. Hess officiating.  Mrs. Ruth Miller sang "Beautiful Isle of 
Somewhere" and "In the Sweet By and By."  Mrs. Mary Stewart was at the chapel organ.  Our deep 
sympathies are extended to Mother and the family." 
 



"Have a bulletin from April, 1950.  In it is a photo of Grandpa Lyford on his knees  driving nails as he 
helps build the new Nazarene church.  The caption says:  "Dad" Lyford, Old-Timer, Faithful Worker on 
New Church Building.  Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Lyford joined the church in 1903.  They have been members for 
47 years.  From Illinois they came to Los Angeles in the month of February.  In March they joined the 
march from the tabernacle on Los Angeles street to the new church building at Sixth and Wall.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Lyford have been married 67 years.  "Dad" Lyford will be 90 years of age his next birthday.  He is a 
forward looking man building bridges for youth.  He faithfully works on the new church building.  He hits 
the nail on the head.  In such a spirit he will never die.  He will live forever."   A handwritten note in the 
margin says he worked 200 hours on the building. 
 
From a "This is your life" presentation to the Lyfords at the Nazarene Church, commemorating their 70th 
wedding anniversary: 
 
"Leo and Jennie were born in Neponset.  Great Grandpa Lyford went there in 1834 and helped to start the 
town. He owned the general store (more detail in Neponset book) and grain elevator.  Great Grandpa Otley 
was a cattleman. 
 
"The Lyfords met at the home of friends, and Leo said it was love at first sight.  One afternoon later, as 
Jennie was ironing, she received a letter.  The letter was from Leo asking for a date.  
 
"They were married Feb. 15, 1883 by Rev. Wilson.  Leo was 22, Jennie was 21. 
 
"The Lyfords joined the first Nazarene church to be founded, on Los Angeles St..  The preacher was Dr. 
Bresee, who founded the church.  A small boy, who became a charter member of the church and later a 
minister and scholar is the Dr. J. Proctor Knott (his photo is in Aymee's HS yearbook).  He is here to honor 
the Lyfords. 
 
"When the Grand Ave. church was founded in 1908, the Lyfords became charter members.  The church 
used to meet in homes and have prayer meetings.  Leo used to lead out in choruses, particularly "I believe 
the Bible."  By 1910, the Lyfords both came back to First church again. 
 
"We would like to say in closing that Mr. and Mrs. Lyford have been faithful in their attendance and 
support of the church all these years.  It was an inspiration and a challenge to all the men of this church to 
see Mr. Lyford down here night after night, and sometimes days, doing heavy work, helping to build a new 
church; and Mrs. Lyford has stood at the door greeting friends and strangers for more than 30 years.? 
 
From a newspaper clipping (LA Times): "Couple Mark 70th Anniversary by Exchanging Verbal 
Valentines.  Leo Lincoln Lyford, 92, and his wife Jennie Ann, 91, marking their 70th anniversary 
yesterday, exchanged verbal 'Valentines,' in answer to the question: 
 'How have you managed almost three-quarters of a century of wedded bliss?'  
 'It was easy,' Lyford began.  'She's always been a good wife and...' 
'Say,' his wife interrupted.  'He did it.  He did it by being the perfect husband.  He doesn't smoke, drink or 
chew.' 
 'Tried all three a couple of times,' Lyford admitted, ruefully.  'Made me sick every time.' 
 Both were born in Neponset, Ill. Lyford's middle name springs from the fact that he was born the same 
year (1860) that Abraham Lincoln was elected to his first term as president. 
 Married in Neponset in 1883, the couple have made their home in Los Angeles since 1903.  Lyford 
was retired from the Union Hardware & Metals Co. in 1931. 
 'As I recall,' Lyford said,  'our marriage had sort of a grim beginning.' 
Seems that about 50 guests attended their wedding and during the reception afterward one of those 
Midwest snowstorms struck hard.  All the guests had to spend the night with the bride and groom.   
 'The sun was shining brightly yesterday, however, on the little cottage at 1407 Portia St. where the 
Lyfords entertained some 80 guests, including their four daughters, eight grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren." 
 
On 71st wedding anniversary LA Examiner ran a photo of the Lyfords, calling them the "longest married 



couple in Los Angeles County." 
Leo retired after 35 years with the Union Hardware Metal Co.  The Lyfords celebrated their 72nd wedding 
anniversary on Feb. 15, just four weeks before he died. (from newspaper obit.). 
 
Leo is buried in Inglewood Memorial Park. 
 
More About LEO LINCOLN LYFORD: 
Fact 1: they moved the family to LA by train, 2-21-1903 
  
Children of JANE OTLEY and LEO LYFORD are: 
11. i. LOTTIE CLYDE5 LYFORD, b. 17 Jan 1885, Neponset, Illinois. 
12. ii. ALMA JANE LYFORD, b. 30 Oct 1886; d. 02 Sep 1972. 
 iii. HAZEL LEONA LYFORD86, b. 12 Feb 1889, Illinois87; m. BERT CAUDRY, 21 Oct 1913; b. 20 Aug 

188288; d. 02 Dec 1938, Los Angeles, CA89. 
 
Notes for HAZEL LEONA LYFORD: 
Have a favorable letter of referral from the Union Harware & Metal Company, dated Sept. 16, 1911.  It 
says Hazel Lyford has worked for them for five years as a billing clerk, for the last two as head of the 
department. 
 
Have a Department of Commerce Bureau of the Census record dated September 28, 1954.  It says in the 
census of 1900, taken June 1, Hazel lived with her parents at 516 East 3rd, Kewanee, Henry County, 
Illinois.  She was 11, having been born February, 1889 in Illinois. 
 
Notes for BERT CAUDRY: 
Lived in Yuma, Arizona, from about 10-21-1913 to 1937.  Uncle Bert worked for E.F. Sanguinetti.  
Bert was in fast league with society types.  He and Hazel loved to travel.  Have lots of photos of them 
in fun places, hunting, fishing, visiting Santa Cruz, etc.  Bert became ill and was in a wheelchair.  He 
killed himself.  He was despondent over illness and, possibly, bad business deals. Hazel found him. 
 
Have a letter of referral dated 3-6-1907 from the Chapman Milling Co. of Sherman, TX.  It says Bert 
has been in their employ for five years as their bookkeeper and done  well. 
 
Hazel wrote a note that his favorite songs were:"Let the Lower Lights Be Burning" and "Day is Dying 
in the West." 
 
The Morning Sun, Yuma 1923, has article about the local Kiwanis Club. Bert is pictured as President of 
the Club and Credit Man for E.F. Sanguinetti. 
 
 
More About BERT CAUDRY: 
Fact 1: Not sure of date of death. 

 
 iv. AYMEE ANN ROBINSON LYFORD90, b. 16 Apr 189191; d. 26 Oct 1975, Los Angeles, California92; m. 

BERNHART WILLIAM HUDSON93, 13 Jul 1914, Los Angeles, California; b. 22 Feb 1886, Raccon, New 
Mexico94; d. 14 Jan 1961, Los Angeles, California. 
 
Notes for AYMEE ANN ROBINSON LYFORD: 
Aymee went to Los Angeles High School.  Her wedding book says they were married at home, 3012 
Maple Ave, LA by Clarence E. Connell, Reverend.  The date was July 13, 1914.  They met at the home 
of a friend, C.E. Watson,  July 13, 1913 and became engaged on September 21.  There were about 10 
guests present at the wedding.  The bride was 5'6" tall and weighed 170. 
The groom was 5'11" and weighed 180.  Hey, it's in the book!  They honeymooned at Coronado, by San 
Diego.    
 
Have Aymee's wedding announcement and the wedding book. 
 
More About AYMEE ANN ROBINSON LYFORD: 
Fact 1: Named after her grandma Amy Ann Robinson Otley 
Fact 2: May have died in 1975 
 



Notes for BERNHART WILLIAM HUDSON: 
 
Bernie was a charter member of Olivette Chapter No. 503, Order of the Eastern Star, 9-13-1928.  He 
worked for Southern Pacific Lines.  Was a Lead Passenger Car Man #4215, Los Angeles General 
Shops.  Did passenger car repairs. (Have an envelope addressed to him with title noted above.) 
 
Loved to do woodworking.  Was known for his gavels, miniature grandfather clocks, and other items.  
Nearly all were given to friends and are no longer in the family.  Do have a covered wagon drawn by 
oxen that he made and a gavel made of turned ironwood, with a petrified ivory head. 
 
 

 
13. v. JOSEPH OTLEY LYFORD, b. 29 Dec 1892; d. 02 Dec 1928. 
 vi. MARJORIE VIVIAN LYFORD95, b. 20 Aug 189695,96; d. 189797. 
 vii. ROBERT CLAIRE LYFORD98, b. 17 Jan 190399; d. 31 Jan 1909, Los Angeles, CA, fell off a porch99. 

 
Notes for ROBERT CLAIRE LYFORD: 
Have photo showing him age 5, not long before he died by falling off a porch. 

 
 
9.  AMY4 OTLEY (THOMAS COULTAS3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)99 was born 29 Aug 1864.  She married CHAS. H. 
SWEARINGEN99 15 Sep 188299.  He was born 28 Sep 185999. 
 
Notes for AMY OTLEY: 
Family photo of her spells name Aymee (written in Lottie C.  Lyford's hand) 
 
More About AMY OTLEY: 
Fact 1: When did Amy die?  One date said 1882, but that won't work. 
 
More About CHAS. H. SWEARINGEN: 
Fact 1: Who is Garnet Swearingen? Was he Beth's husband? 
Fact 2: Garnet born 6-3-1891 
Fact 3: Known as Charlie 
  
Children of AMY OTLEY and CHAS. SWEARINGEN are: 
 i. ETHEL5 SWEARINGEN100, b. 01 Sep 1883100. 
 ii. STELLA SWEARINGEN100, b. 15 Jul 1885100. 
 iii. ALONZO L. SWEARINGEN100, b. 20 Nov 1887100. 

 
Notes for ALONZO L. SWEARINGEN: 
Neponset Cemetery lists Alonzo T. Swearingen, brn 1886, died 1964. Not sure if this is the same 
person. 

 
 iv. LOLA SWEARINGEN100, b. 22 Mar 1889100. 
 v. GARNET SWEARINGEN100, b. 03 Jun 1891100. 
 vi. NELLIE SWEARINGEN100, b. 29 Dec 1893100. 
 vii. CHARLES SWEARINGEN100, b. 09 Jul 1895100. 
 viii. LAURA SWEARINGEN100, b. 23 Apr 1900100. 
 ix. SARAH LOUISE SWEARINGEN100, b. 09 Jun 1904100. 
 
 

Generation No. 5 
 

10.  JOHN R.5 OTLEY (GEORGE THOMAS4, ROBERT3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)101,102.  He married MARGARET 
LINDER103,104 07 Mar 1917 in Henry Co., Illinois104.   
  
Child of JOHN OTLEY and MARGARET LINDER is: 
 i. ROBERT6 OTLEY105, m. RUBY KEMERLING105. 
 
 



11.  LOTTIE CLYDE5 LYFORD (JANE "JENNIE"4 OTLEY, THOMAS COULTAS3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)106 was born 17 
Jan 1885 in Neponset, Illinois107.  She married Art L.108 Abt. 1904 in unknown, son of JOHN. He was born 
20 May 1884 in Fremont, Dodge Co., Nebraska109, and died 11 Nov 1936 in Santa Monica, Los Angeles 
Co, California109. 
 
Notes for LOTTIE CLYDE LYFORD: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
The Lyford girls went to Neponset School, Neponset, IL.  Grandma was at Neponset school until March, 
1900.  When they moved to LA, they went to Hollywood High School.  Started there Sept, 1903.  Note in 
Clyde's Who's Who book says about Hollywood High School "started in a small building, Sept. 19, 1903." 
 
Grandma sang in the church choir in Neponset, rode a horse, and liked to drive the family buggy fast. 
 
Grandma met her husband at the Nazarene Church on 6th and  Wall, in LA.  She says John, his father, was 
from New Hampshire before moving to Fremont, Nebraska. 
 
Notes for ARTHUR L: 
These are the Family Tree Maker Notes Pages of Lyford Hale (lyfordhale at gwandrw dot com): 
 
Worked at a furniture factory, finishing furniture, says Dad.  Dad's sister says he worked for his father, as 
did his brother Roy.  They did hauling, roofing and other jobs.  From public records, it appears both 
remember correctly, but they are thinking of different points in time. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
1920 United States Federal Census   
Viewing records 1-1 of 1 Matches   
       
---------------------------------------------------- 
  
1885 Nebraska State Census 
 
Name: Authur L 
Race: W  
Age: 1  
Birth Place: Nebraska  
 
---------------- 

  
 

 
12.  ALMA JANE5 LYFORD (JANE "JENNIE"4 OTLEY, THOMAS COULTAS3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)114 was born 30 Oct 
1886115, and died 02 Sep 1972115.  She married LESTER M. WHITE116 12 May 1923.  He was born 09 Oct 
1897, and died 13 Sep 1963. 
 
Notes for ALMA JANE LYFORD: 
 
 
Have a typewritten letter from Miss Lottie E. Granger, 1547 Fourth Street,  Des Moines, IA, to Miss Alma 
J. Lyford, dated 11-13-1922.   Miss Lyford lived in Los Angeles. 
 
 
My Dear Miss Lyford: 
 
 Yours of recent date just at hand.  Allow me to say that if you will send me three or four blanks, which 
you can secure from the Registrar of D.A.R., where you expect to apply for membership, I shall be pleased 
to make you a copy of your ancestral service in the Revolution, to the extent of three, and perhaps four, of 



your forebears, viz: James Hosley, Abner Whitcomb, ancestors of Sarah Hosley Whitcomb, Josephine 
Hinman Lyford's mother; also Simeon Hurd, and perhaps one other ancestor named Weller, whose line I 
am now working.  The two latter on the side of Chas. G. Hinman, father of said Josephine. 
 Of these you can choose the one most to your taste, or enter on all, though there are extra fees for the 
examination of papers for more than one ancestor. 
 I have sent material to Mrs. Mary Ett South, granddaughter of Rolandus B. Hinman, C.G.'s brother, to 
Margaret Welch St. Clair, Gr. G. Dau. of C.G., to Mrs Rounseville also.  The two former have reported 
admittance into local chapters. 
 I met your father Leo Lyford, before he was married, when I was living under this roof and the home 
was in Clarinda.  I have also met nearly every one else of our father's relations I am pleased to say, and all 
are of peculiar interest to me because of my love for your great Aunt Helen, or "Nell Henshaw" as you call 
her. 
 Mr. Henshaw is nearly 83, now totally blind.  We are living in a duplex, our own, occupying the 1st 
floor, the home just as it was when Mrs. H. died, January 3, 1920.  Mr. H is very well though totally blind.  
I have given up my regular occupation, teaching, to administer the affairs of her estate, against the time 
when they must pass to some one else; keeping the house for Mr. Henshaw, who feels that no where else 
can he be so self-helpful, nor so contented as here; at the same time I am very busy with much that pertains 
to her papers, letters, etc.  I am very busy all the time, with a business that exceeds in variety that of any 
other woman of my acquaintance; but it is a labor of love and that is why I am here. 
 Any details of yourself and your father's own family will be received by me with interest passing that 
of a mere stranger, or an acquaintance only, for I some times feel very deeply that the modified words of 
Ruth to Naoma are true of me in respect to Helen Henshaw: Thy people are my people; thy God my God. 
 Awaiting further instructions from you in the coming of the required blanks, I am, 
                                                           Very truly, 
                                                           Lottie E. Granger 
 
P.S. allow me to state that you are invited to join the Colonial Dames.  Locally here one is never invited 
who has the keen edge of pressing eligibility.  "A word to the wise", therefore our Des Moines Colonial 
Dames are very blue blooded and exclusive. 
 
 
Alma Jane moved to Leisure World in 1963,.  Also lived on Commercial, in South Gate, CA. 
 
More About ALMA JANE LYFORD: 
Fact 1: Aunt Jane 
  
Children of ALMA LYFORD and LESTER WHITE are: 
 i. JEAN A.6 WHITE116, b. 20 Apr 1924; m. DEAN SANFORD116, 12 Mar 1949; d. Concord, California. 

 
Notes for JEAN A. WHITE: 
Lived at 411 Roberta Ave., Concord, CA, -- Clyde's Memo book 
 
More About DEAN SANFORD: 
Fact 1: or Sandford,  as in Who's Who book, p. 41. 

 
 ii. MARGARET ELLEN WHITE116, b. 24 Sep 1928; m. ROBERT HOOLE116, 31 Jan 1948. 

 
Notes for MARGARET ELLEN WHITE: 
Lived in Lynwood, CA (Clyde's Memo book); 
 
More About ROBERT HOOLE: 
Fact 1: Had a ranch near Lake Elsinore 
Fact 2: Lived in Lynwood, CA at one point. 

 
 
13.  JOSEPH OTLEY5 LYFORD (JANE "JENNIE"4 OTLEY, THOMAS COULTAS3, JOHN2, GEORGE1)116 was born 29 
Dec 1892117, and died 02 Dec 1928117. 
  



Children of JOSEPH OTLEY LYFORD are: 
 i. JOSEPH OTLEY6 LYFORD, JR.118, b. 28 Aug 1925; m. JOAHNNE118, 15 Jun 1952. 

 
Notes for JOSEPH OTLEY LYFORD, JR.: 
In 1958 lived in Shingletown, CA, as per 1958 Luella Meir court doc. 
In Clyde's Memo Book is a Joseph Lyford who lived on Grove St in Berkeley, CA, then in Oakland.  
Who's Who, page 39, shows them on Grove St. in Berkeley. 
 
More About JOSEPH OTLEY LYFORD, JR.: 
Fact 1: Worked for Cal Trans 
Fact 2: Born in 1924 or 1925? - see Who's Who book 

 
 ii. LLOYD L. LYFORD, b. 24 Apr 1927. 

 
Notes for LLOYD L. LYFORD: 
Married and adopted his wife's two kids. 
In 1958 lived in Redding, as per Luella Mear court doc. 
 
More About LLOYD L. LYFORD: 
Fact 1: Born in 1926 or 1927 - see Who's Who book 
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